Delayed cerebral air embolism complicating percutaneous needle biopsy of the lung.
Computed tomography-guided percutaneous needle biopsy of the lung is a common and frequently performed procedure for diagnosis of lung lesions. However, this procedure is not without risks. The major complications include pneumothorax and hemoptysis, which are mild and self-limiting. The rare complications include air embolism, tension pneumothorax, pulmonary hemorrhage, and tumor dissemination, which are severe and life threatening. Cerebral air embolism is a very rare and fatal complication. In previous reports, cerebral air embolism generally occurred during or immediately after lung biopsy. Herein, we present the first case of cerebral infarction secondary to cerebral air embolism 6 hours after computed tomography-guided lung biopsy.